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Dear Families, 

As a school, we continue to work hard to develop a rich, engaging and ambitious curriculum that inspires our students 
and drives a culture of relentless aspiration. A well-designed curriculum is the foundation of strong learning, and it is 
central to ensuring every student is challenged, supported, and excited by the opportunities we provide. 

However, it is increasingly clear, both nationally and locally, that many young people are finding it harder to access the 
full curriculum because their reading and oracy skills are not consistently at the level they need to be. Developing 
confident readers and articulate young people is essential if they are to fully understand complex subject content and 
express themselves clearly in both written and spoken forms 

This week, we used our Collaboration Day to focus specifically on strengthening reading across all subject areas. Staff 
worked together to design high-quality, discrete reading activities that make purposeful use of text in every subject area. 
Our aim is to ensure that reading is not just a priority in English, but a thread running confidently through science, 
humanities, arts, maths, and practical subjects alike. 

We also recognise that students today often find sustained concentration more challenging, with some studies 
suggesting that constant scrolling on social media reduces attention span and the ability to stay focused for longer 
periods. As a school, we are working proactively to counteract this by embedding routines and learning experiences that 
build resilience, stamina, and deeper engagement. We are also planning on becoming a phone free school in the near 
future with more information to follow.  
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Jim Taylor 

Headteacher 

Diary Dates:  School Show: Matilda 19th – 20th March  (see below) 

Year 11 Progress Evening 2: Thursday 26th March 3.30- 6pm 

Easter Holidays:Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April 2026 

    

  

   

 

 

   

     Future Heart Surgeons 

Here are our STEAM Club members getting fully stuck into heart 

dissection, doing a fantastic job identifying the different structures 

of the heart. It was brilliant to see 19 enthusiastic Year 7 and Year 

8 students choosing to spend their time after school exploring 

science and embracing the ambitious curriculum opportunities on 

offer. We are also delighted to now have a dozen Young STEAM 

Leaders who volunteer to support the Science Department as part 

of their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award community service. 

During the session, students identified valves and the chordae 

tendineae or the “heart strings”, which led to an engaging 

discussion about how the expression originated and the scientific 

significance of these structures. It was wonderful to see such 

excitement as students rose to the challenge, sharing how much 

they value the enriching after-school opportunities at Shrewsbury 

Academy: “I love STEM Club” and “This is my favourite 

after-school club!”  

. 
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   V 

Shrewsbury Academy Presents…..     

Year 10 Food Skills 

Our Year 10 students have continued to impress as they further 
explored the art of sauce making this week. Before half term, they 
mastered the foundations of creating a roux and developed it into 
a rich cheese sauce, which they then used in a dish of their choice. 

This week, they returned to this core skill with new 
ambition. Instead of adding cheese, students incorporated stock 
to transform their roux into a smooth velouté. They then applied 
this technique in a variety of dishes, producing flavourful curries 
and hearty casseroles. 

The classroom was filled with exotic aromas and an atmosphere of 
focus, independence and enthusiasm. Their engagement was 
exemplary, and the skill level demonstrated was outstanding. Our 
Year 10s continue to show that they are confident, capable young 
cooks who are developing both creativity and technical expertise. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

We are delighted to announce our upcoming school 

production of Matilda the Musical, taking place on 19th 

and 20th March. Under the expert direction of Mrs. Kelly, 

our students have been rehearsing tirelessly to bring this 

much-loved story to life on stage. 

This production represents far more than just a school 

show. It offers our students a unique opportunity to 

perform, grow in confidence, and develop a wide range 

of creative and collaborative skills. For many, 

experiences like these become exceptionally memorable 

moments in their school journey, moments that often 

ignite passions and even influence future career paths in 

theatre, the arts, and beyond. 

Audiences can expect a great performance, filled with 

energy, talent, and the joy that comes from months of 

dedication and teamwork. It promises to be an 

unmissable and thoroughly enjoyable event for families, 

friends, and our wider community. 

Book your tickets now and support our incredible young 

performers! 
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We are pleased to welcome Jennifer Miervaldis to the SEND team as our new SEND Admin Assistant. Jennifer will be 
supporting the coordination of SEND provision across the school and will be a key point of contact for parents and 
carers. If you have any SEND-related queries, please feel free to get in touch with her via: 

SENDadmin@shr.mmat.co.uk 

Our Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO), Laura Richmond, works closely with the SEND team to 
ensure that every student receives the appropriate support. Laura is available to provide guidance, coordinate 
interventions, and respond to any SEND-related enquiries. 

The Student Support Department is currently based in the Bridge area of the Caradoc Building, before moving to a 
refurbished purposed designed area of the school in September offering a central and accessible space for students.  

We are also proud to offer The Lighthouse, a purpose-built internal assessment and alternative provision area 
designed to meet a wide range of student needs in a calm and supportive environment.  

Morning Fitness Club 

There’s no better way to kick-start the day than with Morning Fitness. Take a look at the brilliant photos below! 

Even though it’s still dark when students arrive at 7:20am, they bring nothing but bright energy and a fantastic 

attitude. Their commitment is inspiring, with some students showing up to train every single morning. It’s a great 

way to build strength, focus, and resilience before the school day begins. And don’t forget, our fitness facilities are 

completely free to use! Unlike other gyms in Shrewsbury, there’s no cost involved. We’re open both before and 

after school, so there’s plenty of opportunity to get involved. Just check the PE Extra-Curricular Timetable above 

to see what’s on and when.  
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Shrewsbury Academy in Our Community  

Some of our students have 

severe allergies. Please 

respect our drive to be a ‘nut 

free school.’ Always leave 

snacks and foods containing 

nuts at home.  

 

 

 

 

Autism Support  

 

 

KIDS Shropshire.pdf 
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