
Year: GCSE Year 10
Topic: 1.1 CEW: Development

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Classification of countries

Economic and social measures 
of development

Limitations of these methods

Causes of uneven development

Revision

Mid unit assessment

Strategies to reduce the 
development gap

Demographic transition model 
(DTM): link to development

Tourism as a strategy: 
Jamaica

Impacts of uneven development



Year: GCSE Year 10
Topic: 1.2 Hazards: Tectonics

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

What is a hazard?

Factors affecting hazard risk

Plate tectonic theory

Nepal 2015 LIC

Revision

Mid unit assessment

Why do people live at risk from 
tectonic hazards?

Plate boundaries (Constructive, 
destructive, conservative)

Monitoring, prediction, planning 
and preparation

Japan 2011 HIC

Primary & secondary effects

Immediate & LT responses



Year: GCSE: Year 10
Topic: 1.3 Urban Issues and Challenges: Megacities and Rio de Janeiro 

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Global pattern of urban change

Factors affecting urbanisation

Emergence of megacities

Rio de Janeiro (LIC) Location

Importance: local, national, 
global

Causes of growth: national 
increase and migration

Social and economic 
opportunities

Challenges associated with urban 
growth

Urban planning to improve the life 
of the urban poor

Favela Bairro Project



Year: GCSE: Year 10
Topic: 1.4 Living World: Ecosystems and Tropical Rainforest

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Components of an ecosystem

Small scale ecosystem: Epping 
Forest, UK

Impact of change on an 
ecosystem

TRF: Amazon Rainforest Characteristics

Interdependence of climate, 
water, soil, plants and people

Plant and animal adaptations

Issues related to biodiversity

Causes of deforestation: 
Amazon

Impacts of deforestation:
Amazon

Strategies to manage TRF 
sustainably



Year: GCSE Year 10
Topic: 1.5 CEW: NEE Nigeria 

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Location & importance locally, 
nationally and globally

Political, social, cultural & 
environmental context

The changing industrial 
structure

The role of TNC’s to Nigeria’s 
development: Shell Oil

Political and trading 
relationships with wider world

International Aid: impact of 
receiving country

Environmental impacts of 
economic development

The impact of quality of life

Mid unit assessment



Year: GCSE Year 10
Topic: 1.6 Physical Landscapes: Rivers

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Physical landscapes of the UK: 
upland, lowland

Long profile and changing 
cross profile

Fluvial processes: erosion, 
transportation and deposition

Landforms of the upper, middle 
and lower course

River Severn
Landform example

Causes of flooding: Flood 
hydrographs

Hard engineering to manage 
flood risk

Soft engineering to manage 
flood risk

Mid unit assessment

Jubilee Flood Relief 
Channel



Year: GCSE Year 10
Topic: 1.8 Resource Management: Resources in the UK

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Significance of water, food and 
energy to wellbeing

Global inequalities in 
consumption and production

FOOD UK: how demand is 
changing: agribusiness

FOOD UK: Food miles and 
carbon footprint

WATER UK: Changing demand 
for water - surplus, deficit

WATER UK: water quality and 
pollution management

ENERGY UK: The changing 
energy mix

ENERGY UK: economic and 
environmental issues

Mid unit assessment



Year: GCSE Year 10
Topic: 2.1 Hazards: Climate Change

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Evidence from quaternary to 
present day

Causes of climate change: 
Natural

Causes of climate change: 
human

Effects of climate change on 
people & environment

Responses: Mitigation

Responses: Adaptation

Mid unit assessment



Year: GCSE Year 11
Topic: 1.1 Hazards: Atmospheric

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Global atmospheric circulation

Distribution of tropical storms

Sequence and formation 

Typhoon Haiyan 2013

Is UK weather more extreme?

Impact of CC on tropical storms

Weather Hazards in the UK
Somerset Levels 2014

Primary & Secondary impacts

Immediate and long-term 
responses

Monitoring, prediction, 
preparation and protection

Causes, social & economic 
impacts

Management strategies



Year: GCSE Year 11
Topic: 1.2 Urban Issues: London (UK City)

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

London: location and 
importance in UK & world

Impacts of national & 
international migration

Urban change and 
opportunities created

Urban change and challenges 
created

Regeneration Project: Lower 
Lea Valley, London

Sustainable urban living

Sustainable living: BedZed

Urban transport strategies to 
reduce congestion

Mid unit assessment



Year: GCSE: Year 11
Topic: 1.4 Living World: Cold environments

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Cold environment

Svalbard, Norway

Characteristics

Interdependence of climate, 
water, soil, plants and people

Plant and animal adaptations

Issues related to biodiversity

Development opportunities

Challenges of development

Causes of fragility

Strategies used to reduce the 
impact of development

Mid unit assessment



Year: GCSE Year 11
Topic: 1.5 CEW: UK Economy

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Causes of economic change: 
de-industrialisation

Moving towards a post-
industrial economy

The changing industrial 
structure

Impacts of industry on the 
physical environment

Social and economic changes in 
the rural landscape

Improvements in road, rail, 
port and air

North-south divide

The UK’s place in the wider 
world

Mid unit assessment



Year: GCSE Year 11
Topic: 1.6 Physical Landscapes: Coasts

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Physical landscapes of the UK: 
upland, lowland

Wave types and characteristics

Coastal processes: erosion, 
transportation and deposition

Landforms of erosion and 
deposition 

Swanage Bay
Landform example

Hard engineering to manage 
coastal erosion

Soft engineering to manage 
coastal erosion

Mid unit assessment

Lyme Regis UK



Year: GCSE Year 11
Topic: 1.8 Resource Management: FOOD

Geography Key Concepts

Place

Sustainability

Scale

Interdependence

Risk

Processes & 
Systems

Areas of surplus and deficit: 
global food supply

Impacts of food insecurity

Strategies to increase food 
supply

Large scale agricultural 
development: Almeria, Spain

Sustainable food production

Makueni, Kenya “just a drop” 
campaign

Mid unit assessment
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